
MD & CEO of NSE, Shri Ashish Chauhan, (a 
technocrat from IIT Bombay and IIM Calcutta) is one of the 
founders of National Stock Exchange of India (NSE). He set 
up NSE’s screen-based trading and also created NIFTY 
index and handled many activities during NSE’s formative 
years. He is considered as the father of modern financial 
derivatives due to his work at NSE from 1993-2000. He 
started his career as a banker with IDBI in 1991 and was 
selected as a five-member team to set up NSE.  
  

He subsequently worked at Reliance Industries Limited India’s largest company from 2000-
09, as President and Group Chief Information Officer (CIO) as well as Head of Corporate 
Communications and CEO of IPL Cricket team Mumbai Indians in its formative years as 
additional responsibilities.  
 
He also worked at BSE (formerly Bombay Stock Exchange) as Deputy CEO and CEO 2009-2022. 
He is credited with reviving BSE, completing its IPO and listing it, setting up IFSC Gift City 
Exchange inaugurated by Hon’ble Prime Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi, changing the 
way Indian mutual funds get distributed by setting up BSE Star MF platform, introducing 
mobile stock trading, making BSE, the fastest stock exchange in the world with 6 micro 
seconds response time by changing its technology completely and much more.  
 
He has been recognised with several Indian and International awards including Top 50 CIOs 
in the world by Information Week, US, Digital Icon of the Year, Asian Banker of the Year and 
many more.  
 
He has served on and is part of several policy committees of the Government including the 
Ministry of Finance, Education, MSME, CBDT as well as regulators such as RBI and SEBI. He 
also headed the South Asia Federation of Exchanges (SAFE) consisting of more than 20 
exchanges. Currently he is a Member of the Board of WFE. He has spoken at conferences 
organised by several multi-lateral institutions including the UN, WEF, WFE, UNCTAD, OECD. 
 
He is also serving as the Chancellor of University of Allahabad, one of the oldest Universities 
of India. He serves on the board of other prestigious government education institutions like 
IIMs, AJNIFM (National Institute of Financial Management), NITs, and IIITs. He is also a 
distinguished visiting faculty at Ryerson University in Toronto, Canada and Honorary Professor 
at Nottingham University Business School, UK. 
 
Due to his varied experience, he is considered amongst the foremost experts in the fields of 
fintech, market microstructure, transaction processing, corporate governance, finance, 
regulatory policies, business, technology, cricket, and Indian social issues. 
 
He has co-authored a book titled ‘BSE: The Temple of Wealth Creation’. A book titled 
‘Sthithpragya: The Process of Maintaining an Equilibrium’ has been written on his life 
journey. 


